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THE NEW INSTITUTE BUILDING ALDER HEY IN THE PARK CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

Masterplan

THE ALDER CENTRE



Masterplan
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Site



A	compelling	brief



Inspiration:	the	tree	motif



A	compelling	brief

Mums	and	dads Grandads and	Maggie



“Sometimes	since	I've	been	in	the	garden	
I've	looked	up	through	the	trees	at	the	
sky	and	I	have	had	a	strange	feeling	of	
being	happy	as	if	something	was	pushing	
and	drawing	in	my	chest	and	making	me	
breathe	fast.	Magic	is	always	pushing	
and	drawing	and	making	things	out	of	
nothing.	Everything	is	made	out	of	
magic,	leaves	and	trees,	flowers	and	
birds,	badgers	and	foxes	and	squirrels	
and	people.	So	it	must	be	all	around	us.	
In	this	garden	- in	all	the	places.”
Frances	Hodgson	Burnett, The	Secret	Garden



Rooms	with	a	view
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Designed	from	the	inside



Single	storey	garden	pavilion



Walled	Garden



Secret	garden

Sunrise

Sunset



Garden	rooms

Counselling	suite

Heart	space

Meet	and	greet



Village	roofs



Pitched	roofs
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Aerial	view

Entrance

Training	&	waiting

Office

1

2

3

Helpline

Heart

Smaller	therapy	room

4

5

6

Larger	therapy	room

Holistic	therapy	room

WCs

7

8

9

Gazebo10

1
2

3

45

7

6
6

8
66

7

9

10



Aerial	view



Entrance Heart Therapy	rooms

Section



Rooms,	roofs

Sunlight Biodiversity Ventilation

Control Thermal	mass Underfloor	heating

Water	collection

Ground	source	heating



Approach



Identity,	legibility
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Zones

Lounge Play
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A	place	to	meet:	kitchen,	communal	table



A	place	to	be	comfortable:	lounge



Interiors:	light	brick,	timber



North	London	Hospice



Timber



Memories

Remembrance	book Remembrance	tree



Remembrance



Interactions

Artwork	wall Corkboard	wall



Artwork



Therapy	rooms
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Larger	room



Sanctuary

Holistic	therapy	roomSmaller	rooms



Training	&	waiting



Furniture



Bathrooms



Staff



Meet	&	greet,	security

Office
Helpline,	
counsellors,	
volunteers

After	hours
secure	line ‘Passive	reception’

Helpline,	
counsellors,	
volunteers	and	
office

Entrance
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North	London	Hospice
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Helpline
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Alcove
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Rich	landscapes
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The	garden	rooms
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The	Alder	Centre:	a	place	like	no	other.


