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Texas Medical Center
27 million SF
1000 acres 5 Miles

Houston, TX
Central Business 
District
40.8 million SF
1178 acres

Hospitals and large 
medical centers are 
inherently like towns and 
cities 

• 24/7/365

• All activities and events of life

• Constantly changing, evolving and 
growing

• Complex social, political, regulatory 
and economic forces 

• Major employer and economic 
engines in their communities

• Significant impact on public 
infrastructure and the local 
environment



Given hospitals and medical centers have an implied if not explicit 
mission to protect and restore health [do no harm], they should 

represent best practices for creating healthy places

Proposed Focal Point Community Medical Center: Chicago | HDR



Individuals GloballyCommunities

Healthcare organizations and environments should be designed to both 
promote and restore health at three scales:









• Intersperse clinical, research, 
academic, retail, residential and 
civic 

• Blurred boundaries and 
transparent edges

• Indoor/outdoor public spaces

• Retail at street level

• Extension of the existing street 
grid and surrounding urban 
fabric

Create hospitals and medical center 
district “without walls” through mixed 
uses and blurred boundaries















































The Image of the City | The Image of the Hospital and Hospital Campus
Kevin Lynch



















A Tale of Two Projects
Northwestern Memorial Hospital         |          University Hospital of Basel



Hospital	as	Neighborhood	Center
Northwestern	Memorial	Hospital	|	Chicago,	USA



Northwestern Memorial Campus: 
Streeterville Neighborhood Chicago
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Places	&	Pathways	for	All
Northwestern	Memorial	Hospital	|	Chicago



Commercial	at	Street	Level
Northwestern	Memorial	Hospital	|	Chicago



Green	Streets	as	Buffers
Northwestern	Memorial	Hospital	|	Chicago



Places	for	Movement	and	Pause
Northwestern	Memorial	Hospital	|	Chicago



Hospital Campus as Urban Park
University Hospital of Basel | Switzerland



Hospital Campus as Urban Park
University Hospital of Basel | Switzerland



Hospital Campus as Urban Park
University Hospital of Basel | Switzerland



A	place	to	meet	and	commune
University	Hospital	of	Basel	|	Switzerland



A	place	of	respite	for	staff
University	Hospital	of	Basel	|	Switzerland



A	therapeutic	place	for	patients
University	Hospital	of	Basel	|	Switzerland



A	place	to	relax	for	all
University	Hospital	of	Basel	|	Switzerland



Proposed Focal Point Community Medical Center: Chicago | HDR
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